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W omen play an important part on the U.S. Supreme Court, but exactly 
how they do it is open to interpretation, 
according to Dahlia Lithwick, a Supreme 
Court journalist for Slate magazine.
As the 28th Edith House Lecturer, 
Lithwick delivered a talk titled “Wise 
Women? What Women Bring to the Bench 
and How to Talk About It Like Gentlemen” 
and examined some recent occurrences 
involving the Supreme Court that explored 
the nebulous role gender plays on the 
nation’s highest court. The biggest event 
was the appointment and confirmation of 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor and the controversy 
it spawned.
“An entire career, a really interesting 
career, was boiled down to three words – 
wise, Latina woman,” Lithwick said. “I just 
want to be clear that, while I think it wasn’t 
the smartest word choice, if you look at the 
context … what she was saying is not that 
different from what I’m about to say, which 
is – look at the data. Does it show that 
women judge differently than men? What 
the data shows, believe or not, is that women 
judge differently,” she added. “And we can 
do with that what we want. We can explain it 
away or we can do what Sotomayor said and 
try to find out why women judge differently.
“But before we get into it, I just want to 
tell you that the most interesting thing for 
me is that no two people were more different 
than [former justices] Sandra Day O’Connor 
and Ruth Bader Ginsberg. So it is a terrible 
mistake to say that all women judges do x, 
because they don’t. They don’t all approach 
cases the same way, and they don’t think or 
write the same. That’s why I think it was bad 
to go back down to one woman on the court. 
When there were two, you could see that 
gender actually makes very little difference 
on the court. It just shows that we have two 
very different women on the court.”
As a journalist who’s written for Elle, 
The New Republic, Newsweek, The New 
York Times, The Washington Post and 
CNN.com, Lithwick had despairing words 
about the media’s role in driving the conver-
sation about judges and the court. But look-
ing ahead, she said the media circus around 
justice confirmations may be ending. 
“I think that the America in which we 
care deeply about a wise, Latina woman is 
ending. I really believe that we’re not going 
to be talking about this for much longer,” 
she said. 
“This is a very impoverished dialogue 
about race and gender on the bench, but 
most of us aren’t having it.
“Most of us are working and living and 
know we don’t hate men and that judges 
aren’t just umpires. And we know that this 
is just a conversation we have every couple 
of years that boils everything down to demo-
graphics,” she added. 
“As disheartening as some of these 
remarks have been, I think we’re headed in 
a tremendous direction – and as exciting 
as it is to have two women on the Supreme 
Court, imagine when there are three.”
The Edith House Lecture Series is host-
ed annually by the Women Law Students 
Association in honor of one of the first female 
graduates of Georgia Law. House, a native of 
Winder, Ga., was co-valedictorian of the law 
class of 1925, the first class to graduate women.
- Matt Weeks, UGA Columns Senior Reporter
Supreme Court journalist speaks about women in the law
Watch	Lithwick’s	lecture	online	at		
www.law.uga.edu/lecture-series.
T he National Jurist magazine	included	Georgia	Law	in	its	listing	of	“Best	Value	Law	Schools”	and	named	the	
Alexander	Campbell	King	Law	Library	as	one	of	the	top	law	
libraries	in	the	nation.	
In	determining	which	schools	were	a	“best	value,”	the	maga-
zine	compared	each	institution’s	tuition	figures,	employment	
statistics	and	state	bar	passage	rates.	The	ranking	placed	the	
law	school	16th	in	the	nation,	speaking	to	the	quality	of	the	
education	as	well	as	the	excellent	return	on	investment	pro-
vided	by	Georgia	Law.	
The	magazine	also	placed	Georgia	Law’s	library	in	the	26th	
slot	out	of	nearly	200	libraries	for	its	comfort,	accessibility,	con-
venience	and	availability	of	the	latest	technological	tools.
Additionally,	in	a	report	compiled	by	U.S.News & World Report	
regarding	which	law	schools	are	sending	the	largest	propor-
tions	of	their	graduates	on	to	judicial	clerkships	for	federal	
judges,	Georgia	Law	was	listed	as	10th	best	in	the	country	
(based	on	the	Class	of	2008	statistics).
Georgia Law recognized for best value, superior law library 
and federal clerkship success
